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Local Chapters — The following topics to be used at Chapter meetings dur- 
ing November are suggested. Care should be taken to select such subjects 
as will make a complete and rounded programme, that is, touching every side 
of the subject. Not more than five subjects and a map drill should be upon 
any one programme : 

1. Map study : Samaria. 

2. Bethlehem in history and prophecy before Christ. 

3. The enrollment under Quirinius. 

4. Herod and the massacre of the infants. 

5. Luke the Evangelist : the man and his purpose in writing. 

6. A comparison of the two genealogies. 

7. A study of the prophetic songs of Mary and Zacharias with special reference 
to the Messianic ideas expressed in them. 

8. The Magi. 

9. The home life of Jesus : an idealized sketch based on our knowledge of Jewish 
home life in general and the character of Jesus and of his family in particular. 

10. The childhood of Jesus as depicted by the great artists. 

11. Three visits of Jesus to the Temple, (1) as an infant, (2) as a boy of twelve, 
(3) at the beginning of his ministry. 

12. Hints concerning the silent years from twelve to thirty. 

13. John the Baptist, (a) his preparation for his work, (*) the principles embodied 
in his preaching : were they new ? why startling ? What was their effect ? 
(c) his attitude toward Jesus and testimony concerning him ; (d) to what extent 
did he appreciate Jesus' divine nature ? 

14. The baptism of Jesus: why was it necessary, or expedient? What did it 
signify ? 

15. The temptations of Jesus : (1) their peculiar force to Jesus at this time, (2) the 
reason of their ineffectiveness, (3) their representative character, (4) their 
comprehensiveness. 

16. A characterization of the first five disciples. 

17. The marriage in Cana : a study of Jesus' first miracle with special reference to 
its purpose. 

18. Nicodemus : the man ; an analysis of Jesus' discourse with him. 

19. At Jacob's well : a sketch of the scene and conversation. 

20. The great principles of Christ's teaching and mission ; to what extent are they 
revealed in these opening chapters ? 

A map drill. — A map study should form a part of the programme of each Chapter 
meeting. Now that we have actually commenced the study of the Gospels it would 
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be an excellent plan to have some member of the Chapter draw an outline map of 
Palestine upon a square of manila paper, about six by three feet in size. Indicate 
upon it only the great divisions of the country, the rivers, the mountains, etc. Then 
at each meeting should be located and added to the map the places referred to in 
the work of the preceding month or week, as the case may be. Routes should also 
be traced so far as possible, and indicated and named on this map. 

Discussions. — Although discussion is not the most profitable method of learning, 
in some Chapters a practical turn might be given to the programme by an occasional dis- 
cussion upon questions which are directly or indirectly suggested by the words or acts 
of Jesus. Such a subject is suggested by his third appearance at the temple, viz., the 
the legitimate use of a house of worship. 

The monthly assignment of reading for the year is given below. There 
may be slight variations from this, but such will be noticed in the Postal Bul- 
letin of the month in which the variations occur. 

October: Seidel — In the times of Jesus, pp. 1-93; Edersheim — Sketches 
of Jewish Social Life, pp. 1-138; Biblical World (July) Geography of 
Palestine, (August) Editorials and Geography of Palestine. November: 
Seidel — In the Times of Jesus, pp. 93-192 ; Edersheim — Sketches of Jewish 
Social Life, pp. 138-295 ; Biblical World (September, October) Editorials, 
Geography of Palestine. December: Harmony — Parts I., II., Ill; Hanna 
— Life of Christ, pp. 1-149 ; Biblical World (November, December) 
Geography of Palestine, Introduction to Gospels, I. January : Harmony — 
Parts IV. and V.; Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 149-298; Biblical World 
(January) Introduction to Gospels, II.; Teachings of Jesus, I. February: 
Harmony — Part VI., and Chapter XXV. of Part VII.; Hanna — Life of 
Christ, pp. 299-402 ; Biblical World (February) Introduction to Gospels, 
III.; Teachings of Jesus, II. March: Harmony — Part VII., from Chapter 
XXVI; Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 403-491; Biblical World (March) 
Introduction to Gospels, IV.; Teachings of Jesus, III. April: Harmony — 
Part VIII; Hanna — Life of Christ, pp. 493-776; Biblical World (April) 
Teachings of Jesus, IV. May; Harmony — Part IX; Hanna — Life of 
Christ, pp. 777-861; Bushnell — Character of Jesus ; Biblical World 
(May) Teachings of Jesus, V. June: Brooks — Influence of Jesus ; Bibli- 
cal World (June) Teachings of Jesus, VI. 

GENERAL INSTITUTE NOTES. 

A third Australian Colony, New South Wales, has taken up the work of 
the Bible Club Course for organizations. A neat little circular, a reprint of 
the American circular, with local changes, has been issued by the Christian 
Endeavor Union of the Colony and is already in wide circulation. We quote 
from the Golden Link the organ of the Union, concerning the reception of the 
plan at the recent convention, " The scheme met with the warmest endorse- 
ment of all the speakers. An enthusiastic resolution was carried authorizing 
the Union to actively prosecute plans for bringing the scheme under the 
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notice of all Victorian societies. At the chairman's suggestion many gave in 
their names to the General Secretary as intending members." 

The organization of twenty-five new clubs has been reported since the 
quotations in the Biblical World of November. 

The largest local Chapter of the Reading Guild thus far reported is from the 
Third Presbyterian Church of Rochester. Rev. Richard D. Harlan, Pastor. 
The chapter organizes with twenty-six members, and expects to add several 
more. 

We have received an attractive notice of a special meeting of the Chapter 
at Hyde Park, Mass., at which Rev. Samuel Freuder will speak on the sub- 
ject : Childhood recollections of a converted Rabbi. 

Syria is this month added to the list of foreign countries in which there are 
representatives of the Guild, through the Rev. F. T. Hoskins, a missionary at 
Zahleh. 

Although no systematic effort has been made to introduce the work of the 
Institute in England, much work preparatory to such an introduction has been 
done by Prof. J. T. Marshall of Sunnyside, Fallowfield Manchester. For sev- 
eral years he has acted as the connecting link between the Institute and a 
number of correspondence students in Hebrew in England. Prof. Marshall, 
writes of his work in the Expository Times thus : " As to numbers we have 
surpassed anticipations, and as to the area from which the members are drawn 
it is almost coterminous with our hemisphere. Missionaries of various 
denominations are amongst our most zealous students, and they assure us it is a 
great relief to their loneliness, as well as a stimulus to Bible Study to be 
in close contact with some sympathetic instructors at home." Steps will 
doubtless shortly be taken for the introduction of the more popular work in 
the English Bible. 

The Annual Meeting of the Directors of the Institute will take place in 
New York City, Thursday, December 6, 1894. 

The work of the Rev. O. C. S. Wallace, pastor of the Bloor Street Baptist 
Church, Toronto, is worthy of special mention here. For several years he 
has carried a class each winter through one of the Institute Courses. His 
work for the past year included (1) The Inductive Studies in Samuel, Saul, 
David, and Solomon, with a Senior Bible Class. (2) The Life of Christ 
(Inductive Studies in Luke) with a Junior Bible Class. (3) Outlines of Old 
Testament History, with a Sunday afternoon Bible Class. (4) Expositions of 
Isaiah in Sunday evening sermons. 

In the December Biblical World full announcements will be made in 
reference to the examinations to be offered by the Institute this year. They 
will be (1) on the International Sunday School Lessons, (2) to college students 
in the English Bible, (3) to college graduates entering the Theological Semi- 
nary, in Hebrew and New Testament Greek. 

An interesting local Institute was held in Normal, 111., Saturday and Sun- 
day, November 17, 18. The speakers and subjects were as follows: The 
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Bible and Civilization, Rev. James Miller (Normal). The Origin of New 
Testament Literature, Mr. C. W. Votaw (University of Chicago). The Right 
and Wrong use of the Bible, Dr. W. P. Kane (Bloomington). The Teach- 
ing of Jesus, Mr. Votaw. The Teachers of Old Israel and their Writings, 
Dr. C. F. Kent (University of Chicago). The Literary Merits of the Bible, 
Dr. E. C. Hewitt (Normal). A Hebrew Love Story, Dr. Kent. Present Pos- 
sibilities of Bible Study, Dr. Kent. Question boxes were conducted by Dr. 
Kent and Mr. Votaw. The meetings were held in the various churches of 
the town, all denominations uniting. Ever)' session was well attended, and 
on Sunday the audiences were so large that in the evening an overflow meet- 
ing became necessary. It is said that two teachers, living fifteen miles out in 
the country, beyond the reach of Sunday trains, drove in and out again, rather 
than miss the meetings. If we can read the times by such signs as these, 
there is truly an awakening on the subject of Bible study. The Institute was 
held under the auspices of the Young Men's and Young Women's Christian 
Associations of the State Normal University. 



